
BLOCK ISLAND UTILITY DISTRICT 
 

 
Block Island Utility District and Energized Line Construction crews jointly rebuilt the New 

Harbor 3A circuit in just 6 weeks. The line was relocated in front of the power company 

office to avoid frequent tree trimming and to clean up the Ocean Avenue/Beach Avenue 

intersection.    

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 

FEBRUARY 28, 2020 
 



Block Island Utility District 
February 28, 2020 

    4:00 PM 
Town Hall, Old Town Road, Block Island 

 
1. Public Input 
2. Commissioner’s Report 

a. Election of Officers 
3. Review and Act on 2020 Calendar (Regular and Annual Meetings) 
4. Approve Minutes of January 16, 2020 Regular Meeting 
5. Receive and Act on Treasurers Report  
6. Receive and Act on Presidents Report  
7. Receive and Act on Net Metering Tariff and Statute Amendment 
8. Review and Act on BIUD Rooftop Solar – Donation by RI Foundation 
9. Review and Act on Rate Case 

 
Individuals requesting services for the deaf and hard of hearing must call (401) 466-5851 forty- 
eight hours in advance of the meeting date. TTY: 711 Posted: January 7, 2020 



 

 

AGENDA ITEM 1 

PUBLIC INPUT 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 2 

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT 

(Election of Officers) 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 3 

Review and Act on Annual Utility District Meeting Schedule 

 

 

 

 

(PAGE PROVIDED FOR NOTE TAKING PURPOSES) 
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AGENDA ITEM 4 

APPROVE BOD MEETING MINUTES 

 

January 16, 2020 Regular Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DRAFT 
 

Block Island Utility District 
January 16, 2020 

Town Hall, Old Town Road 3:00 PM 
 

Minutes 
 

Present: Barbara MacMullan, William Penn, Elliot Taubman. Absent: Mary Jane Balser and Everett 
Shorey. 
Also, Present: Jeff Wright, a representative from the Block Island Times, and several members of the 
public. 
  
Barbara MacMullan called the meeting to order at 3:09 PM. 
   
1. Commissioner’s Report 
• Barbara MacMullan welcomed everyone to the meeting. She postponed the election of officers and 
review and approval of the annual meeting calendar due to two directors being absent due to the 
weather.  
 
2. Public Input 
• There was no public input. 
 
3. Approve Minutes of the December 3, 2019 regular meeting.  
Barbara MacMullan moved to accept the December 3, 2019 minutes, seconded by William Penn. The 
motion passed unanimously.  
   
 4. Receive and Act on Treasurers Report 
• William Penn presented the Treasurer’s Report (on file), noting that all disbursements complied with 
all policies.  

• He provided an update on the audit. 

• He informed the Board of a recent meeting held with the DPUC, Mike McElroy, Dave Bebyn, Jeff 
Wright and CFC at which discussions were had regarding future CFC loans for the spare transformer 
and employee housing.  

• He reviewed the financials as of November 30, 2019, noting that the current debt to equity ratio was 
approximately 12.5%.  

  
Barbara MacMullan moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Elliot Taubman. The motion 
passed unanimously.  
 

• He presented the NRUCFC Credit Card program. 
  
William Penn moved to approve the NRUCFC resolution on file authorizing President Jeffery M. Wright 
to execute the necessary documents to enroll in the NRUCFC One Card program.  The motion was 
seconded by Barbara MacMullan. The motion passed unanimously.  
  
5. Receive and Act on Presidents Report 



• President Jeffery Wright presented the President’s Report (on file) and answered questions from those 
present.  
 
 
• He presented the Board with a NRUCFC Certificate of Resolutions and Incumbency, loan agreements 
and promissory note for long term debt for the spare transformer and employee housing. 
  
William Penn moved to accept the President’s Report. Elliot Seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
William Penn then moved to approve the NRUCFC loan documents and Certificate of Incumbency.  Elliot 
Seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  
  
6. Review and Acton the Block Island Utility District Efficiency Program  
• President Jeffery Wright presented the changes made to the efficiency plan by RI-OER Nathan 
Cleveland in response to the Board’s request at the previous meeting. 
 
William Penn moved to approve the Block Island Utility District Efficiency Plan and to file it with the RI-
PUC for approval. Elliot Seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
7. Discuss Net Metering: Receive Public Input and Discuss  
• Jeffery Wright presented a proposed net metering tariff that was based off from Pascoag Utility 
District’s tariff. The tariff was in draft form and was going to be reviewed by the DPUC and Mike McElroy 
before the next meeting and suggested that we should strive to approve the tariff next month so that it 
can be filed with the RI-PUC after the next meeting. 
 

• He presented a proposed Net Metering Statute amendment that he had discussed with the RI-OER 
and RI-PUC staff for consideration by the Board. Barbara MacMullan inquired about the timing of the 
amendment and the new tariff approval and wanted clarification to ensure that the existing program 
would remain closed until the new tariff was approved if the statute amendment was adopted first.  
  
Barbara MacMullan moved to authorize requesting the statute amendment conditional on clarification 
with the RI-PUC regarding the timing of the approval and its effect on the current and proposed tariff.  
Elliot Taubman seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
No action was taken on the net metering tariff.   
  
9. Discuss and Act on Hull Suburban Lease 
• President Jeffery Wright presented new lease terms (on record) for Hull Suburban. 

• Peter McNurney of Hull Suburban presented his thoughts and company’s goals for consideration by 
the Board. 

 
William Penn moved to approve the new lease terms for Hull Suburban. Barbara MacMullan seconded 
the motion. Elliot Taubman recused himself. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
10. Review and Act on a Long-Term Solar Purchase Power Agreement* 
At 4:50PM, Barbara MacMullan moved to enter into closed session to discuss the commercial terms of a 
long term solar PPA, seconded by Elliot Taubman. The motion passed unanimously. 



 
At 5:10 PM, Barbara MacMullan moved to come out of closed session, seconded by Elliot Taubman. The 
motion passed unanimously.  
 
The Board reported that they had authorized President Jeffery Wright to execute the PPA with Gravel Pit 
Solar. The term is 20 years with no escalator. The amount that Block Island will receive per year is 
estimated to be 118,839,000 kWh. This represents 1.67% of the Utility District’s total annual energy 
requirement in 2023.   
  
At 5:12, Barbara MacMullan moved to adjourn, seconded by William Penn. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 5 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

2019 Year End Financial Update 

Audit Update 

NRUCFC Line of Credit Renewal 

Employee Housing Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

NRUCFC LINE OF CREDIT RENEWAL 



 

CFC INCUMB 
RI001-R-9902(ELGINB) 
237373-1 

CERTIFICATE OF RESOLUTIONS AND INCUMBENCY 
 
 I, Clyde Everett Shorey III, do hereby certify that (i) I am the Secretary of BLOCK 
ISLAND UTILITY DISTRICT (hereinafter called the "District"); (ii) the following are true and 
correct copies of resolutions duly adopted by the board of directors of the District at a meeting 
held on February 28, 2020; (iii) the meeting was duly and regularly called and held in 
accordance with the State of Rhode Island General Laws and the bylaws of the District; (iv) the 
District is duly incorporated, validly existing and in good standing under the laws of the state of 
its incorporation and there is no pending or contemplated proceeding for the merger, 
consolidation, sale of assets or business or dissolution of the District; (v) none of the following 
resolutions has been rescinded or modified as of this date; and (vi) the persons authorized 
below have been duly elected or appointed to their respective positions: 
 
 RESOLVED, that the District establish a line of credit and authorize borrowing from 

National Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance Corporation (“CFC”) in an amount which shall 
not at any one time exceed $670,000.00 (the "Line of Credit Amount"), subject to the 
provisions of the Line of Credit Agreement substantially in the form submitted to this 
meeting (the "Line of Credit Agreement"); and,             

 
 RESOLVED, that the individuals listed below are hereby authorized to execute and to 

deliver to CFC the following documents: 
  

a) the Line of Credit Agreement; and  
b) if required by CFC, an amended, restated or supplemental mortgage, security 

agreement and financing statement with CFC as mortgagee for purposes of securing 
the loan provided for herein, in such form as the individuals authorized herein may 
negotiate with CFC. 

  
 RESOLVED, that each of the following individuals is hereby authorized in the name and 

on behalf of the District to execute and to deliver all such other documents and 
instruments as may be necessary or appropriate, to execute any future amendments to 
said Line of Credit Agreement as such individual may deem appropriate within the Line of 
Credit Amount so authorized and to do all such other acts as in the opinion of such 
authorized individual acting may be necessary or appropriate in order to carry out the 
purposes and intent of the foregoing resolutions: 

 
Office or Title Name (typed or printed) 

President Jeffery M. Wright 

Board Chair Barbara A. MacMullan 

Treasurer William J. Penn 

______________ _________________________ 

  

 



 

CFC INCUMB 
RI001-R-9902(ELGINB) 
237373-1 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the Cooperative 
this _______________ day of _____________, _____ 
 
 
(SEAL)   
      ________________________________ 

        Secretary   
 
 

 

 









































 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 7 

NET METERING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



















 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 8 

REVIEW AND ACT ON BIUD ROOF TOP SOLAR PROJECT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

















 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 11 

RATE CASE 




