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The BIUD team recently shipped 101 retired transformers off island to be recycled by a New York 

based recycling firm. These transformers represent eighteen months of hard work and 

approximately 1/6th of our overhead transformer fleet. Some of the older units were approaching 

100 years old. Some of the units were filled with PCB contaminated oil which will be disposed of 

properly by the recycling firm.    
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9:00 AM 





 
Meeting of the Board of Utility Commissioners 

 

Wednesday, April 30, 2025 @ 9:00 AM 
 

THE MEETING WILL BE HELD AT THE HARBOR CHURCH 
 

 
1. Public Input 

 
2. Commissioner’s Report 

 
3. ETIPP Update  

 
4. Review and Act Upon the 2024 Audit – Presented by Kyle Conners of Marcum  

 
5. Net Metering Discussion – Response to Chris Warfel’s Correspondence 

 
Individuals requesting services for the deaf and hard of hearing must call (401) 466-
5851 forty-eight hours before the meeting date.  

 
Posted: Tuesday, April 22, 2025 @ 1:30 PM 
 
Posted on: Secretary of State Website, BIBB, BIUD Facebook Page and Website 
www.blockislandpowercompany.com 

 

 Meeting will be streamed live on Facebook at: https://facebook.com/61558448919538 
 

http://www.blockislandpowercompany.com/
https://facebook.com/61558448919538
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AGENDA ITEM 5 

NET METERING DISCUSSION  

(RESPONSE TO CHRIS WARFEL CORRESPONDENCE) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Response to Chris Warfel Correspondence of March 31, 2025 

Mr. Warfel’s letter regarding BIUD’s net metering policy contains many misrepresentations and incorrect 

statements.  It would be difficult to respond to every statement so this response with focus only the most 

pertinent. 

First. Mr. Warfel seemed to expect new information regarding the development of our net metering tariff 

and policy.  The basis for our policy is fully described in Docket 5192 and has not been changed. The board 

and I understand Mr. Warfel opposes this policy.  It is important to keep in mind that the BIUD Board of 

Directors govern the utility district, and their fiduciary responsibility is to the Block Island Utility District. 

They exercised their duties responsibly and approved a workable, revenue neutral, net metering tariff 

that has allowed Block Island to advance the development of renewable locally generated energy. Since 

the adoption of the policy, we have, however, raised the cap from 3%, to 10% and most recently to 15%. 

We have more than doubled our on-island solar penetration since 2020 and the program has worked well 

with no cost shift or subsidies. 

Mr. Warfel characterizes electric utility issues as a “dark science” and implies that net metering is difficult 

for most people to understand. On the contrary, our net metering policy is very straightforward and very 

easy to understand.  Attached to this response is a paper by NREL/LBL that describes various net metering 

policies, including the one we have adopted, in clear easy to understand terms, and outlines the costs and 

benefits of each.  He implies also that the Board majority are not knowledgeable and did not realize the 

consequences of this policy.  It is insulting to imply that the board was somehow duped into approving a 

policy because they were not intelligent enough to understand it. 

Mr. Warfel continues to complain that we refer to our policy as “net metering” when it is not.  We 

requested the PUC change the name of the policy to “avoided cost feed-in tariff” and they declined to do 

so.  While we are required to continue using “net metering” we are all aware that our new tariff is 

different. 

Using AI, Mr. Warfel claims that I have not filed testimony on customer generation, and he could find no 

reference to me having the title of “Chief Operating Officer.”  He appears to be suggesting that I have 

misrepresented my credentials.  A quick google search shows many references to me in PUC proceedings 

and news releases as the Chief Operating Officer.  Personal attacks like this have no place in policy 

discussions and it is beyond unfortunate that I must respond to this. Additionally, I was named as Chair of 

the NRECA Business and Technologize Committee that governs NRECA staff that is working on industry 

leading technologies, including distributed generation interconnection. My industry experience and 

expertise were primarily the reason I was named to this position. 

Mr. Warfel lists several “action items" for me to complete.  I will not respond to Mr. Warfel’s demands, 

but I will address a few items that have not been discussed in detail.    



• The current and grandfathered net metering tariffs were discussed in detail at many, many board 

meetings. Mr. Warfel provided input along the way, and I even provided drafts of the policy to him 

prior to board adoption. 

• Back feed to the cable is a very real concern given the current pace of solar adoption on the Island, 

which has continued to increase.  It would be imprudent not to plan for the worst-case scenario.  

Curtailing existing solar power is one way to avoid this problem.  The recommendation to turn off 

the power company rooftop solar came from Prime Automation Engineering who designed and 

installed the system.  Due to this fast-approaching concern, we will develop a formal curtailment 

policy by end of year.  I would point out that Kauai Electric Cooperative has such a policy, 

recognizing that they and we have similar constraints in not being able to export excess 

generation. 

• The interconnection policy, which requires two meters, is easy to comply with and not overly 

expensive and dangerous as Mr. Warfel implies. Mr. Warfel and his solar development company, 

Entech Engineering, has in fact installed several of these interconnections and all three 

experiences were easily designed and commissioned.  Our interconnection policies were 

developed in collaboration with BIUD employees who are responsible for installing and 

maintaining the system. 

Mr. Warfel has made it very clear that he does not agree with our net metering policy.  We have heard 

him, and we acknowledge his disagreement.  I must reiterate that the Board and the PUC have approved 

this policy, and solar development continues to increase on the Island.   In May, we will have a 

presentation of the results of the ETIPP analysis which will address both distributed generation and 

community solar. 

The board and management always welcome respectful discussion and debate. In the case of BIUD’s net 

metering tariff, it is important to acknowledge the hard work that we all did on this tariff and recognize 

that we developed a program that eliminates the subsidies and cost shift among different member 

classes. We manage the utility district with every member in mind.  

We acknowledge that Mr. Warfel and Entech engineering have different opinions, but I want to 

emphasize the difference in who we represent. The BIUD works for all 1650+ utility district members. Mr. 

Warfel and Entech engineering are one member who deserve consideration for their views but only 

represent a very small group of net metering members and their individual financial interest.   

Jeffery M. Wright, President 

Block Island Utility District 

 


